
 

 

 

 

A Word from our Commodore 
The PYC is flying to the first mark! (Sailing 

talk for a great start and on-target for a great 

season.) Our new members have had 

superlative comments about the 

membership friendliness, the clubhouse, 

and our PYC staff. This makes me proud to 

be a part of this club, our Flag and Board 

Members are working so well with our 

various committees and it's wonderful to 

see that our members enjoy the best 

experience they can with their family and 

friends at the PYC. 
The talents that each member brings to share within our club is 

remarkable.  Each in their own way serves the club with many volunteer 

hours and special expertise, that makes even the most mundane project a 

joy to be a part of and follow through to fruition. 

This month has brought sadness in the loss of our Finance Committee 

Chairman, Rob Crabb.  When I asked him to be the Finance Chairman, 

he said he would give it, " the best he could".  And for the last nine 

months, he sure did.  Working closely with Aleksy Urick, and the 

Finance Committee to match requirements of our old system into the new 

Jonas Club Management system, he was consistent, extremely competent 

and always a superb gentleman.  Rob was an active volunteer for the 

club, and for at least the last 10 years he repositioned the Pentwater 

Village picnic tables, that we borrowed, to the PYC for the Back from 

the Mac party, installing the plastic fabric fence around the perimeter of 

the lot line, installing the cooking tents in the parking lot, and setting up 

the grills for the evenings cook-out. Rob was a joyful volunteer who 

loved to tell me about the latest adventures of his children. Rob and his 

wife Bev had just purchased a new winter home just west of Manasota 

Key, FL.  The PYC Family grieves as this fine member "sails on". 

After the June PYC Board Meeting an "Informational Meeting" was held 

to discuss how large value projects are reviewed and approved by our 

club.  Back in December, we promised to conduct this meeting after the 

board rescinded a proposed increase to the capital assessment for 2017. 

 (See “More from the Commodore on page 2.) 
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PYC is the place to be! 

July 

1 Off Shore Racing 1 pm 

3 Soling Racing 3-5 pm 

1 Sesquicentennial Boat Parade @Twilight 

3  Ice Cream Social and games for kids 7 pm 

5 Bridge Club 1 pm 

5 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

5 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

6 Thursday Night Dinner 6:30 pm 

9 Sunday Afternoon Easy Paddle 2 pm 

10 Soling Races 3 pm 

12 Bridge Club 1 pm 

12 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

12 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

13 Don Van Zile Boater Safety Class 8 am 

13 Thursday Night Dinner 6:30 pm 

15 Ensign Racing 11:45 am 

15 Off Shore Racing 1 pm 

19 Bridge Club 1 pm 

19 Ensign Racing 5pm 

19 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

19 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

20 Back From the Mac T-Shirt Sales Event  

20 NO Thursday Night Dinner this week! 

21 Back From the Mac Party 3:30 pm 

22 Ensign Racing 11:45 am 

22 Off Shore Racing 1 pm 

24 Soling Racing 3 pm 

25 Flag Officers Cocktail Party 5-8 pm 

26 Bridge Club 1 pm 

26 Ensign Racing 5 pm 

26 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

26 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

27 Thursday Night Dinner 6:30 pm 

31 Soling Racing 3 pm 

 

For event details, give us a call at 869-8921 

See you at the PYC! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

More from our Commodore  

A little history on how we arrived at this point. 

In late 2014 a PYC Member survey was conducted, reviewed and various 

committees went to work studying the feasibility of survey results. Survey 

results showed strong support for an improved marina.  The docks were 

identified as being unstable and unsafe.   

75% of respondents supported the improvement and expansion of the marina.  The Planning Committee recommended 

improving the stability and safety of the marina docks.  In addition, the survey showed strong support for dining and 

social activities. The Planning Committee recommended and the Board approved the establishment of an ad hoc 

committee to propose improvements in the efficiency and operation of the restaurant.  73% of respondents felt that the bar 

area improvement was important.  This information directly comes from our membership telling us to move beyond the 

status quo and take our club to a new level.  The Board feels that it is important to listen to the members and to leave our 

club in a better position than we found it. 

So, with this membership directive in hand, several PYC committees worked diligently on designs and financials to 

determine the feasibility of these projects. Over several years the Board has been updated at meetings has given direction 

and authorized continued development of the projects.  This year both projects will be explained again in open meetings 

for members in a "show and tell" format with questions answered after the presentations.  At this time neither of these 

projects have been presented to the board for approval and the board has not approved funding for either project. 

Let us talk dollars for a moment.  Our membership has long enjoyed having a 

competitive if not lower yearly fees when compared to other yacht clubs with 

similar amenities.  Our dues and capital assessments have been relatively static 

over the past several years so we understand the sticker shock experienced by 

some members who felt that a $95 increase in the 2017 capital assessment was 

too high.  Other members, however, felt that the assessment increase was long 

overdue.  Regardless of people's personal views, the board felt it appropriate to 

rescind the increase and to better communicate with members on these projects 

and how they go through the committee process.  There have been claims that 

the Board has already committed dollars to the projects and is not acting in the 

best interests of our members.  These claims are not accurate and are 

disheartening to the volunteers who put in not only their time but also their 

heart and soul into making our club a great place for members to enjoy.  These 

volunteers are members just like the rest of us and provide their service because they love our yacht club. 

So the question has been asked....why did the board propose an increase to the 2017 capital assessment if these projects 

have yet to be approved? Did we jump the gun? Perhaps we did. We certainly did not anticipate the strong objections 

received last year.  Perhaps we put too much faith in the 2014 survey results. 

Soon you will receive another survey from the Planning Committee including specific cost information as to how each 

project will affect each member. Our thought behind the proposed 2017 increase was to build our reserves and avoid 

special assessments in future years....simple as that.  If projects were not approved we would then have a healthy reserve 

to help cover future costs to upgrade our old building/property, for example, structural enhancements, kitchen appliances, 

new roof, new parking lot etc., and other items that are on our strategic replacement plan. The Planning and Finance 

Committee's slide presentations will be posted on the PYC website for all members to review. 

In closing, I want all members to know that the Board is listening and doing what the members want and will continue to 

do what is best for the PYC membership. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Club!   

Russ Murphy, 2017 Commodore  

“I want all members to 

know that the Board is 

listening and doing 

what the members want 

and will continue to do 

what is best for the 

PYC membership.” 



 

 

Updates from our Flag Officers 

  

      Vice Commodore Remarks 
 

It’s been a busy month since our last update! Since then we have moved to summer hours so our staff 

is busy every day except for Thursdays. In the past few weeks we have hosted The Pentwater Women’s 

club luncheon, a sailing rules seminar, the new member’s brunch and a few private events for members. 

Our staff is doing an exceptional job both in the kitchen and front of house. As in any business operation we have had some 

minor glitches with staff and we are working to correct those. Our goal is to continually improve our service to member 

As you may have noticed we now have a full 

menu that our members are pleased with. As we 

receive additional feedback from members we 

will continue to update our menu choices. In our 

recent House Committee meeting we added an 

old favorite to the menu…..a grilled cheese 

sandwich…an oldie but a goodie. We received 

many requests for this addition and hope to be 

responsive to other member’s feedback. In the 

next couple of weeks look for some “special” 

nights on Mondays or Tuesdays when we’ll 

bring back pasta night and other ethnic cuisine. 

Also, Chef Ruben has obtained a “griller” and 

will be offering tasty grilled items on his menu 

as our season progresses. 

Membership feedback is key to providing an 

excellent dining experience. Our House 

Committee has implemented a comprehensive member feedback process. Amy LaBarge is heading up this initiative and 

has developed multiple methods to gather member feedback. The first is the comment cards that come with your check. 

Please be sure to use these because we do review each and every card. We have also reintroduced the secret shopper concept 

where we have secret reviewers provide reports to Amy on our food and service. Next time at the club look around….it may 

be the person next to you. A third method that Amy is using is called outreach where Amy makes calls to recent diners to 

see how their dining experience was. Results so far 

are positive overall…food quality, presentation 

and selection are all getting good to excellent 

reviews with a few exceptions. In addition, the staff 

is receiving positive feedback for being friendly, 

helpful and increasingly knowledgeable. We know 

we are not going to please everyone but believe 

with constructive feedback we will continue to 

improve. Thanks to Amy for doing a great job with 

this important task.  

Please remember that Sunday brunches are back at 

the PYC! If you haven’t had a chance to experience 

our brunch you are missing out! Chef Ruben has 

provided an outstanding display of both breakfast 

and lunch items to satisfy your taste buds….and at 

only $15 it’s the best deal in town! 

See you soon at the club! 

Larry Conroy 



 

 

Rear Commodore Update byJim Hieftje 

Attention new members: Come join us for the “The Thursday Night Experience” 

As Rear Commodore, one of my primary responsibilities has been to help coordinate the 

Thursday Night Dinner program here at the club.  If you are an “established” member of the 

club, you are aware that TNDs have been a favorite PYC tradition for a number of years 

(actually dating back to 1948). If you are a new member, I encourage you to attend a TND to 

experience first-hand the creative cuisine, fun and fellowship that are a major part of the culture 

of Pentwater Yacht Club.  A list of all of the TNDs is available on the Club website and the 

nominally priced tickets ($14.00) can be purchased in the bar. 

But wait, there’s more!!! 

We have a very special opportunity for new members.  Some of our off shore fleet captains are inviting you to join them 

on their sailboats for an after dinner sunset cruise.  That’s right, here is an opportunity to enjoy one of those fantastic Lake 

Michigan sunsets from the deck of one of PYC’s offshore sailboats. Our captains will take you through the channel, out 

into the big lake to experience nature’s splendor and return you safely to the front dock.  Nightcap anyone? 

No sailing experience is necessary.  You might want to bring boat shoes and sweater for your comfort.  Naturally, the 

sunset cruise is subject to weather and big lake conditions – the captains don’t want you to get sea sick. 

Interested? Space is limited to four passengers, so sign up early. See Christian for the sign up list when you purchase your 

TND ticket. 

Bon voyage!  

Salutations from our Secretary 

Hello Summer! 

As Secretary, most of the emails that I send to members are “reminders” of events and 

activities that can also be found posted on our website calendar and colorful posters on the 

bulletin board in the bar or printed copies of the emails on the clip board by the office. I 

encourage you to check out some of the other available communications that we offer: PYC 

Facebook (thank you Claudia) and the beautiful PYC Newsletter that you are enjoying right 

now!  (Thanks to Mary Marshall)  

Just a note, printed hardcopies of the Newsletter are also available at the club in the 

beginning of the month, or they can be printed by a PYC friend. No member should ever feel 

left out of the loop. We are trying to have a variety of ways to get our messages out. 

Ironically last year’s July 2016 Newsletter was still available on the PYC website and after writing my message for the 

July 2017 Newsletter edition, I realized that history was about to repeat itself almost echoing the same message as 

presented last July.  I guess this is a message that is worth repeating and hope that you find a resource that works for you. 

Wishing all a Summer of Great Memories & hope that you enjoy Pentwater’s Sesquicentennial Year!!Barb Siok, PYC 

Secretary 

 

From our Treasurer 
 

Friendly Reminder: Member Reimbursement forms are available in the office.  

Please complete the form and include all receipts. Place in the Treasurers In Box.  

 

Treasurer Aleksy Urich 

 



 

Ship’s Store for your PYC Swag 

The PYC Ship’s Store is stocked with an 

assortment of jackets, vests, polo shirts, button 

downs, 1/4 zip and full zip sweatshirts, and long 

& short sleeve tees for men and/or 

women.  Also, glasses, car magnets, cook books 

and koozies.  Stop by and check out the July 1 

Venetian Night long and short sleeve tees for 

women, men and kids!  Visors are now available,  

and hats will be available shortly.  Watch for a 

few more items as the season progresses!  Some 

can be special-ordered if you are looking for a 

particular size or logo.  Also, we have some great 

2016 merchandise available at great prices!  

Please call Amy LaBarge for special order requests  313-268-2086. 

 

 

Back From the 

Mac! 
Summer is now in full swing, 

which means that the Back 

from the Mac party is quickly 

approaching. The party will be 

held on Friday, July 21, 

starting at 5:00 pm. Mid Life 

Crisis will once again be here 

to play everyone’s favorite 

music, beginning at 8:00 pm. A 

food buffet with chicken, brats, 

grilled corn on the cob and 

various salads and desserts will 

be offered from 5-8pm. 

Advanced (discounted) tickets 

for dinner and t-shirts will be 

on sale starting June 25th for 

PYC members at the bar.  

 

Please make sure to stop at the PYC beginning June 25 to sign up for a volunteer shift to support the party. There will be 

shifts for set up, during the party and also next day tear down. Volunteering is a great way to be involved with the club 

and this party would not be successful without all of our volunteers. Please consider volunteering a couple of hours to 

make the party a success. Thank you and see you July 21!! 

Members-Only Info about the club is posted on the Club’s Website pentwateryachtclub.org  The password 

for this members-only section of the website is IlovePYC (it’s case sensitive so that is a capital I, lowercase love, 

capital PC). Our Flag Officers do a great job including detailed information about the club, so please take time to see 

what resources can be found in the Members Only section! 

tel:(313)%20268-2086


 

Ensign Fleet 70 – June PYC Newsletter Report 

The Ensign Fleet at Pentwater Yacht Club is 

looking forward to racing in our 2017 

Championship Series.  This year’s racing 

begins on June 17 and includes 10 scheduled 

races going through August 19.  We are 

planning to compete at least three of our races 

on Lake Michigan, and three of our races 

starting at the far end of Pentwater Lake.  All 

Pentwater Lake races will finish at the Yacht 

Club for exciting viewing!  All Saturday racing 

begins at 11:45 am this year.  In addition to our 

Championship Series racing, we also have Beer 

Can racing every Wednesday starting at 5:00 

pm.  These races are a great opportunity for 

semi-experienced sailors to participate and 

enjoy the friendly competition. 

On July 1st and 2nd we held the annual Jack Patterson memorial regatta.  This two day regatta was be contested by Fleet 70 

along with out-of-town Ensigns from other yacht clubs.  We sail this event in honor of the man who was one of the 

founders of Fleet 70 at the PYC. 

Stop by the Yacht Club bulletin board to see information about the Ensign Fleet including our racing schedule, results, 

and a crew sign-up sheet.  In addition, if you have any questions about Ensign sailing, feel free to contact this year’s Fleet 

Captain, Mike Bass. 

 

Off Shore Fleet Update   

Sharing a little ADVENTURE this summer 

onboard an Offshore or Ensign Sailboat  

Pentwater Yacht Club Member skippers have 

designed a class to encourage sailing and 

racing in the Pentwater Community.  PYC 

members and their accompanied guests are 

invited to join in on the fun!  

The Crew Development Class is designed for 

amateur sailors and beginners with no 

experience to learn about crewing on a racing 

sailboat.  A combination of classroom and 

on-the-water lessons will be taught on both 

Offshore and Ensign Sailboats by PYC 

skippers.  The first session is July 11th, 12th, 

and 13th with the 14th reserved as a rainday.  

Class hours are 11am – 2 pm each day and 

the class is free.    

Middle school aged kids (over 12 years old) through adults who want to sail and crew are welcome!  We will provide 

instruction on sailboat orientation, sailing theory including jib and main sail, boat safety, crew responsibilities, tying and 

use of knots, rigging of sails, use of sheets, blocks and winches, and more!    

The Class is limited to the first 12 persons.  If you have any questions regarding the class please call Bill Walker 513-325-

7940.  We look forward to the adventure as we help us develop the next generation of PYC sailors! 



 

 

Membership 

Committee Updates 
 

The PYC New Member Brunch held at 

the Club June 11 was a huge success and 

loved by all! The brunch featured Chef 

Rubens popular Sunday brunch. 70 new 

members and their sponsors, along with 

other club members attended.  All 

attending new members received the very 

special new member welcome bag that 

included club memorabilia, and a club 

burgee.   A new member orientation 

proceeded the brunch. 

       

Any new member that has not been 

through orientation, please contact Micki 

Slocum or Chris Conroy.  

 

Our membership count is currently at 596 with the passing of Robert Crabb and we are waiting the acceptance or decline 

by June 26th of the PYC invitation for membership extended to the wait list.  

 

Waitlist Policy:  We operate on a FCFS (First Come First Served) policy and the wait list is posted on the bulletin board 

inside and outside       the club as well as on the PYC Website.  Sponsors should feel comfortable sharing the wait list 

status with their sponsored applicants. Our current waitlist is 60 applicants strong.  

 

Mark Your Calendar and Dust off your Dancing Shoes! 
 

Listening to the membership wanting more 

music and live bands, the social committee 

has confirmed with two fantastic bands! The 

first is “Thirsty Perch Blues Band” to play, 

Friday August 11th.This special 

Homecoming kickoff event “Blues and 

BBQ” will feature a BBQ buffet with pulled 

pork and BBQ chicken, corn on the cobb 

and fresh bean salad. This event is a PYC 

event for members and friends only. The 

band will be setup in the parking lot, so 

bring a lawn chair and kick back and enjoy 

some great music. 

 

The second event is “Sam’s Swing Band” to 

play on Saturday September 9th. This band will feature all the favorites of the Big Band sound. There’s a rumor a new 

member couple will be offering lessons in swing! Stay tune for details. Heavy appetizers will be featured. 

 

Search both of these bands on U-tube, you will be awed. Only with member attendance can these types of events take 

place, so your support is needed. 

 

Claudia Ressel-Hodan 

Social Committee 

 

 



 

CFOC Information 

Event 

What do Joyce/Paul Anderson, Gail/Bill 

Bluhm, Barb/Gene Davidson, John Grant, 

Sue Johnson, Amy LaBarge/Ron Beeber, 

Kareen/Tony Monton, Dyanne Mullen, 

Rilla/Joe Nameth, Jack Patterson, 

Joan/Dave Roseman, have in 

common?  They’re among PYC members 

who’ve either been a trustee of, 

memorialized by, formed a named fund at, 

or included in their estate plan the 

Community Foundation for Oceana 

County (CFOC). 

 

On Thursday, July 27 at 5 p.m., all PYC 

members are invited to the Club to hear a 

30-minute, informal overview by Tammy Carey, CFOC executive director, and one or more PYC members who are 

current or former trustees.   You’ll learn how CFOC serves the people of Oceana County – both those needing help, and 

those wanting to help.  This is an info-session only, not a fundraiser. 

 

The PYC’s beautiful setting masks the fact that too many in Oceana face real problems:  too few jobs, lack of needed 

skills, lack of affordable housing, not enough education (see accompanying photo), and poor health and lifestyle 

choices.  The CFOC -- and its 131 (at present) charitable funds formed by individuals, couples, families and organizations 

– helps confront these challenges.   

 

PYC members love Oceana, whether we live here part or the entire year.  We have personal goals of making a difference 

where we live.  CFOC offers ways we can achieve this.  Please come and learn in this info-only session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


