
Happy New Year to all PYC members!                                                                        January 1, 2018

I’m writing this letter with visions of sugar plums still dancing in my head.  The holiday 
season has recently ended and our club has settled in for a long winter’s nap.  It’s been 
snowing in Pentwater the last 3 days with almost 2 new feet of snow.  While it’s nice to look 
at through the window I’d much prefer a day of sailing on the lake in mid-70’s 
temperatures……only 4 months to go!

I’d like to thank Commodore Russ Murphy for all of his efforts the past several years 
and also his wife Joann for the countless hours spent volunteering on the club’s behalf.  I 
learned a lot from Russ in preparation for this position and will count him as a life-long friend
and advisor.  Russ has shown time and again his love for our club and his willingness to step 
up and provide a helping hand.

While we wait for the club to open in May, there is a lot of activity going on behind 
the scenes to prepare for a new PYC season.  Your Flag Officers and volunteer committees 
are working hard to ensure that 2018 provides our members with fun and memorable 
experiences.  Our goal is that you look forward to spending hours breaking bread and sharing
libations with fellow members, friends and family at the club. 

Jim Hieftje transitions to Vice Commodore for the 2018 season, and is actively 
pursuing candidates for General Manager and Kitchen Manager, working with the House 
Committee.  Jim is putting in extensive hours to ensure we bring in the right people to take 
our service to the next level.  If you know of any potential candidates please contact Jim.  I 
look forward to supporting Jim as he assumes responsibility for the club’s day to day 
operations. 

Amy LaBarge joins the Flag Officer ranks as our new Rear Commodore.  Amy is already
putting the final touches on the Thursday Night Dinner lineup….I can’t wait for Thursdays this
summer!  Amy brings a can-do attitude, combined with a thoughtful level headed approach 
to decision making.  I’m looking forward to watching her move through the chairs.  Amy’s 
husband Ron Beeber has offered his help as the new Communications Committee Chair.  Ron
is bubbling over with new ideas to improve communications to members.  Stay tuned to see 
what Ron has in store for us.
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Barb Siok and Aleksy Urick return as Secretary and Treasurer respectively.  These folks 
have done a fantastic job in their positions and never get the credit that they deserve.  When
you see them at the club, please let them know you appreciate their efforts.

Our Board of Directors will look different in 2018.  The terms of Phil Ceton, Brad Davis 
and Gary Nicholson are up after several years of service to the club.  We sincerely appreciate 
their service to PYC.  New board members include Tom Bloemsma, Nick Kassanos and Micki 
Slocum.  Thanks folks for stepping up to serve.  Please welcome our new directors when you 
get the chance.

Our Planning Committee headed by Dave Peterhans and Sue Patterson are currently 
working on the development of a new member survey to better understand the evolving 
needs and wants of our membership.  Planning will be working in conjunction with a 
professional survey group at Grand Valley State University to ensure we deliver the best 
possible survey to our members.  Dave and Sue plan to have the survey out in the next few 
weeks.  Once received please take the time to provide your input as we will use the data to 
help determine the future direction of our club.

So what’s new for 2018?  The club is looking at a number of initiatives to improve our 
member’s overall experience, including the purchase of new docks to replace the old docks 
within the existing marina footprint. The board has approved purchase of the docks and our 
plan is to have these docks installed in time for our boating season this year. Other projects 
being considered by the board for 2018 include ADA compliant automatic door openers for 
both the front and deck doors, painting of the dining room, remodeling of both the women's 
and men's bathrooms and a new kitchen oven. Going forward beyond this year we will use 
the results of the new membership survey to guide decisions. 

As a final note I'd like to thank all of the volunteers for their time and effort. 
Volunteers are the foundation of our club and help to keep our operating costs at a 
manageable level. If you haven't yet had a chance to volunteer please consider doing so. It's 
a fun experience and great way to meet other members. 

Here's to a great 2018 season! We look forward to seeing you at the club.

Larry Conroy
2018 PYC Commodore
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