
 

 

 

 

Commodore’s Corner 

This last month has gone very quickly 

and many great events have 

happened.  The Fourth of July Fireworks 

were outstanding and the vista from the 

PYC was one of the best in town.  

 The Fashion Show was a complete 

success with another full house of 

attendees viewing the latest in fashions 

from New York, Paris and yes even 

Pentwater.  This year’s event helped 

fund the Pentwater. The Ensigns and Off 

Shore and Soling Fleets have had many races and the season is going 

strong.  Many thanks to the participants for making these programs a 

strong part of our club. 

The Back from the Mac Party was again the best party on the 

Lake.  While the race was hit with dramatic wind and storms, we had 

an excellent representation show for our annual party.  This event has 

become our largest fund raiser in the club and subsidizes many of our 

programs and needs at the PYC. Thanks to Laura Ellem and all the 

volunteers who make this a great party year after year. Without Laura 

and her team, we would not be able to do this great party. 

Our new members have been very active at the club, sailing with the 

Ensigns and the Off Shore Fleets, participating at the Thursday Night 

Dinners and enjoying the Blue Chairs.  Welcome them as they 

participate in all the fun. 

Again the Flag Officers, the Board and I want to thank our staff for 

the great job they are doing to make your stay at the club enjoyable. 

Please help them to serve you by continuing to make reservations and 

by signing in your guests when you come to the club. August will 

continue to be a busy month in our schedule with many events 

including the  Pentwater Homecoming and many other activities 

including dining events that you will find listed on the PYC Web 

calendar. 

We look forward to seeing all of you on August 19 at 8:30 a.m. for 

our PYC Annual Meeting. Enjoy Pentwater and the PYC!                        

Regards, Russ Murphy, 2017 Commodore  
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PYC is the place to be! 

August 2017 

2 Bridge Club 1 pm 

2 Ensign Racing 5 pm 

2 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

2 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

3 Thursday Night Dinner: Greek! 6:30 pm 

5 Ensign Racing 11:45 am 

5 Off Shore Racing 1 pm 

9 Bridge Club 1 pm 

9 Ensign Racing 5 pm 

9 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

9 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

10 Thursday Night Dinner: Lasagna 6:30 pm 

11 Blues and BBQ 5:30 p.m. Tickets required 

12 Ensign Racing 11:45 am 

12 Off Shore Racing 1 pm 

17 Thursday Night Dinner: Cajun 6:30 p.m. 

19 Annual Meeting 8:30 a.m. 

19 Commodore’s Ball 

23 Bridge Club 1 pm 

23 Ensign Racing 11:45 am 

23 Off Shore Racing 1 pm 

24 Thursday Night Dinner: Tailgate! 6:30 pm 

25 Kayak Fun Race 5 p.m. 

26  Wooden Boat Show 9AM and buffet lunch 

27 Off Shore Fleet Race (if needed) 1:00 p.m. 

28 Soling Racing 3 pm 

30 Bridge Club 1 pm 

30 Ensign Racing 5 pm 

30 Off Shore Racing 6 pm 

30 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

 

 

For event details, give us a call at 869-8921 

See you at the PYC! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Updates from our Flag Officers 
  

      Vice Commodore Remarks 
 
  

First of all, I want to thank our House Committee members for their service.  Members 

include Marilyn Steiner, Amy LaBarge, Dave Peterhans, Lisa Baker, Chris Conroy, Jim 

Hieftje and Russ Murphy.  These are dedicated members who spend hours each week to 

make our club a more enjoyable place for our entire membership.  We meet every week 

to discuss past week performance and discuss changes required to improve our 

performance going forward.  

  

We are now into the thick of the season.  July and August normally have the heaviest member traffic for our season.  The 

good news is that it’s wonderful to see so many members enjoying the club.  The challenging part is making sure we 

provide those members with the best experience possible.  All businesses in and around Pentwater have difficulty 

obtaining sufficient staff for operations and our yacht club is no different.  We are currently looking to fill  server 

positions…..so if anyone has a child or grandchild....or a neighbor or friend who would like to make a little extra money 

this summer please have them contact Gail here at the club. 

  

While we may be a bit shorthanded we are working hard to keep the service level up.  We are implementing  different 

ideas such as the Wednesday night Basket Buffet which offers members the ability to create their own baskets from a 

buffet of traditional Wednesday night food items.  Our first few Basket Buffet have received very positive feedback….so 

we’ll keep that going for the foreseeable future.  

  

As promised we brought back Pasta Night this season.  Comments received are very positive.  We will be making some 

changes based on comments received including adding an Alfredo sauce and adding additional seafood.  While Pasta 

seems to be a member favorite we’d like to also change things up now and then, so Chef Ruben will be offering up 

additional ethnic cuisines on some Monday or Tuesday nights. 

  

Please stop at the club for a drink or a meal.  Our staff is looking forward to taking care of you while at the club.  Thanks. 

  

Larry Conroy 

PYC 2017 Vice Commodore 

 

Salutations from our Secretary 

The PYC Annual Meeting is fast approaching!   As Secretary, I have been busy sending 

many informative emails and hope that you have had the opportunity to attend several of 

the PYC events.  In the beginning of August, a special notice will be sent to all members in 

good standing. According to the PYC Bylaws; “The Secretary shall provide written notice 

of the Annual Meeting, and of any special meeting of all Club members in good standing, 

at least ten days prior to such meeting. This notice may be sent by either first class mail, or 

electronic mail, to the address or email address published in the current Club directory 

Proxy voting shall be allowed at the Annual Meeting or at special meetings of the 

membership. Any member may designate any other member as a Proxy, using a form 

provided by the Secretary.” If you have any questions, please contact me at 

Secretary@PentwaterYachtClub.com.  Looking forward to seeing you at the August 

Annual Meeting. 

    PYC Secretary, Barb Siok 

mailto:Secretary@PentwaterYachtClub.com


 

 

Ship’s Store for your PYC Swag 

The PYC Ship’s Store is stocked with an assortment of jackets, vests, polo shirts, 

button downs, 1/4 zip and full zip sweatshirts and long & short sleeve tees for men 

and women.  Hats have arrived and we also have glasses, car magnets, cook books 

and koozies.  Venetian Night tees and Back from the Mac shirts are still available, 

including a limited supply of kids sizes.  New this week are athletic grey tees, 

hoodies and crew neck zip sweatshirts with the PYC flags and burgee.  Please 

contact Amy LaBarge for special requests 313-268-2086. 

Ensign Fleet 70 –August Report 

With five races contested, the first half of the Ensign Fleet 70 Championship Series 

has been completed. 

We’ve enjoyed a true variety of conditions with one race contested on Lake Michigan, two races started at the far end of 

Pentwater Lake, and the rest of our starts at the PYC. Wind conditions have been good with steady breezes for most races, 

but of course we’ve experienced the notorious Pentwater Lake wind 

holes which seem to occur only at mark roundings and the PYC starting line! 

 

As of the midway point in our Series, Frode Maaseidvaag and the 

crew of Troll are in first place, followed by Kick n Back and 

Shamrock tied for second place. Eagle, Spitfire and Dragonfly have 

sailed well this year and continue to challenge the leaders. 

 

During the weekend of July 1 and 2 we raced for the Jack Patterson 

Memorial Cup. Fleet 70 was joined by Bob Conkey and the crew of 

Sleuth from Cleveland for the two day regatta. Racing was close both 

days, with Shamrock and Troll sharing first place for the trophy this 

year. 

 

Multiple boats and crew will be competing in the Ensign Nationals 

being held August 14 through 17 in the Les Cheneaux islands located in the northern part of Lake Huron. Best of luck to 

Fleet 70 racers! Our series continues every Saturday through August 19, with Beer Can fun racing on Wednesday 

evenings. Several new sailors have joined in for the Wednesday night fun, and a special thanks to the Ensign Captains 

who have welcomed these new crew on board. 

 

Off Shore Fleet Update   

The Offshore Fleet has completed 6 races to date with 4 to go in the Season Series.    We race in Lake Michigan on 

Saturdays beginning at 1 p.m.  If you would like to race, it's not too late to join the fun.  Contact Fleet Captain Buz 

Graettinger with any questions at 312-316-7960.  
 
 

Regatta Committee 

 Sailing season is in full swing.  While the winds haven’t been very cooperative, either non-existent or “blowing like 

stink”, the Ensign, Offshore and Soling fleets are in full swing.  Come out and watch on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

Saturdays and some Sundays.  Check the Sailing Board for current standings and sailing dates. 

PYC just completed the first Crew Development Class on July 14th.  10 PYC members took the class over three days 

taught by Bill Walker, Andy Noble, Brad Davis and Kate Murphy on Ensigns Dragonfly and Hold On and Offshore boat 

Evening Star.  Each day was a combination of on the dock classroom work and on the water application of the skills 

learned.  Congratulations to the PYC crew graduates who participated: Tom and Karen Theibert; Patrick and Brian 

McAuley; Liz, Ellie and Will Browning; Hillary Benvenuti and Jodi Stanowick.  Great job!!!!! 

tel:(313)%20268-2086
tel:(312)%20316-7960


 

 

 

 

Membership Committee 
 

Please update your 2017 Yearbooks with the following corrections/changes/updates! 

Welcome new members:    

Sue and Mike Madden, 2537 Arundel Rd. SE. E. Grand Rapids, MI 49506 sue.madden@rocketmail.com 616-340-7512 

Sue's Cell phone, msmadden@sbcglobal.net 616-446-5725 Mike's Cell phone 

Dr. Robert & Diane Fitzpatrick Summer address:  9224 N. Montgomery Blvd. Duna Vista Resorts, Pentwater, MI 49449 

Harriet Fitzsimmons - Spacing is incorrect and summer address is 8849 North Perry, Pentwater MI 49449 

Preston:   Corrected phone numbers: 303-345-1525 Wayne's Cell and 231-869-4807 Home 

Tom & Lindsay Marriott's email addresses are Tom tbentonm3@comcast.net  Lindsey’s is wvnfrnds@aol.com. Lindsey’s 

cell phone # is 801-979-8671 and their Pentwater # is 231-869-4596.  

John Nagel's email address: john@pentwaterpopcorn.com 

Philip & Geraldine Barron’s Summer address: 6663 S Lake, Pentwater, MI 49449. Their cottage number is 231-869-3210 

Gwillim, Harold & Jennifer: Spacing is incorrect and summer address is 9053 N. Helena, Pentwater, MI 49449 

James and Rhonda Kraai have permanently moved to 2 George St., so please delete their Brighton MI address. 

Lloyd, Wm & Pat: Spacing for summer address is askew. Sorry! 

McGahan, Don & Jody: PO Box is no longer used for summer mailing. 

Messerlie, Doug & Theo’s email address: doug.messerlie@gmail.com 

Cynthia Wrisley & Neal Chandra winter address change: PO Box 464, Marshall VA 20116. 

Jack & Margie Young phone number updates: Margie’s cell 616-485-5337 and Jack’s cell 616-485-5122.   

Nancy Zielinski’s contact updates: 231-869-5591 Home; 863-484-0720 Cell Address: 9455 N. Montgomery Blvd. , 

Pentwater MI 49449 
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Update on Blue Chair Lounge Design – July 2017 

Two years ago, Russ Murphy asked a small committee to begin an analysis and re-design of our current Blue Chair 

Lounge. The Design Team includes Russ Murphy, Dave Peterhans, Lisa Baker and Nick Kassanos. We explored new 

design concepts including 8 total designs that varied in scale and level of construction. All plans improved the bar's 

functionality, service flow and aesthetics. We coined the phrase "enhance the bar experience".  

 

In 2016 we concluded it was an ideal time to collect feedback from our membership. We organized Focus Groups and 

presented all 8 designs to over 90 people. In 2017 we embraced their comments and suggestions and finessed one design. 

Dave Peterhans developed detailed plans, sections, elevations and details to launch the cost estimate process.  

 

The final design has been presented to the membership 3 times this summer- the presentation is on the web site under 

Planning.  Over 120 people attended these presentations and offered excellent suggestions. The design team listened, and 

has already initiated some of the changes.  

 

Next Steps 

• Cost estimates delivered to the Finance Committee  

• The Finance Committee will develop creative cost strategies regarding how to fund this initiative  

• The Finance Committee will create a report for the membership by the end of the summer.  

 

We would like to extend a thank you to those that were curious and cared enough to attend our Open House Presentations. 

Our goal is simple- we want to design something meaningful and significant that will add future value for the members of 

the club. We will keep everyone posted regarding the progress. 

 

Stay tuned! 

 

Your Blue Chair Lounge Design Team 



 

 

  

 

Member Pictures for the Yearbook 

At the Commodore’s Ball 

August 19th from 6:30 pm until dinner is served. 

This is your opportunity to have your picture in the 2018 yearbook! 

 

Honoring the Past, Ensuring the Future 
 

Part of the Graettinger family lore includes stories of 

Buz’ mother Betty, who was an avid Sunfish competitor 

here at PYC, and his late brother Alan whose name was 

on many plaques formerly on our walls and whose last 

sail was aboard Condor.  We treasure those stories and 

the memories that accompany them.  Your family may 

have a similar PYC history. 

 

Our Club has been fortunate through the years to have 

had many dedicated and generous members who have 

left a legacy of stewardship of and improvement to our 

historic facility.  Many of those folks were parents, 

grandparents or siblings of current PYC 

members.  Thanks to the Centennial Fund Committee, 

we now have a way to remember our predecessors in a 

tangible way through a tasteful Memorial Wall to be 

installed on the stage in the club during the 2018 

season.  The Centennial Fund was approved by the 

Board and membership two years ago to create a reserve 

fund whose income will be used for the Club’s future 

preservation needs. 

 

If you have deceased family members who were PYC 

members, please consider adding their names to the 

Memorial Wall through a $100 per name 

contribution.  Checks should be made out to Pentwater 

Yacht Club with “Centennial Fund Memorial” in the 

memo line.  Please include a note with your loved one’s 

name, date of birth and date of death and send to 

Pentwater Yacht Club, PO Box 607, Pentwater MI 

49449, attention: Larry Konopka.  Contributions to the 

Centennial Fund are not tax deductible. 

 

For more information please contact Larry Konopka, 

Centennial Committee Chair. 

 

Margot Graettinger 

 



 

Update on the Design/ Appearance Committee 

Submitted by: Lisa Baker, Chairman of the Appearance / Design Committee 

The Design and Appearance Committee has kept project expenses low this year in consideration of future large 

projects.  We have prioritized the most essential projects for this year, and recommend pushing others forward into 

2018/2019. A new priority will be obtaining quotations for the installation of electronic handicap push pads to activate the 

Club’s entry doors. This requires new door frames and some electrical work, but it will be a welcome addition to our club 

by many members and establishes a functional ADA feature for many future members. This will be a number one priority 

this year- details to follow. 

Projects Proposed and Approved for Fall of 2017 and Spring of 2018 

1. Add handicap automatic openers at two or three entry doors 

2. Upgrade 3 existing interior doors - Paint and Signage    $600.00 - $800.00  

3. Interiors of shop        $3,000 - $4,000 

4. Re-paint all interior walls of dining room      $3,500 

Projects for Fall 2018 and Spring of 2019  

1. New window blinds dining room       $4,000 - $7,000 

2. Update and reorganize the stage       $3,000 - $5,000 

3. Re-paint and update women’s and men’s restrooms 

4. Design a new magnetic board for name tags 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PYC Fun 

PYC Yum 



 

Back from the Mac! 

 

 

 

                        Contact us! 
Pentwater Yacht Club 
205 S. Dover Street/PO Box 607 

Pentwater, MI  49449 

231.869.8921 

Pentwateryachtclub.com 

 
    

     Like us on 

 

 

                   for frequent updates  

                          and news. 

 


