
 

 

 

 

A Word from our Commodore 
On behalf of the Board, we want to thank 

all who attended our 2017 Annual Meeting 

at the PYC.  We had over 150 members at 

the club.  This was a record in attendance 

and in length of meeting as we voted for the 

leadership and 6 amendments to the By-

Laws of the club.  Guinness World Record 

has been called to see if a new world record 

has been established!!! 

 

Now we come to the settling down period 

of the PYC.  The votes are in, the choices 

have been made, the planning for next year starts now as the leadership 

gets familiar with the procedures, the rules that we live by, and the new 

activities that are in the plans for next year. This will also include a major 

review of the basic work flow of the management of the PYC 

 

The total membership has won. The club is in good financial shape.  

Now we must complete the process of taking a good look at the 

clubhouse and its assets. 

 

Major activity is happening right after Labor Day, when Soils and 

Structures from Muskegon, MI, comes in and gives their evaluation of 

the base and roof structure of the clubhouse.  

 

We also just received an outside professional 

appraisal of the building and land.  This will 

give the board and the membership an 

overview of what has happened since the last 

appraisal in 1996.  This document will be 

placed on the PYC Web. 

 

 

See More From our Commodore on page 2. 
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PYC is the place to be! 

September 

2 Ensign Fleet Race 11:45 am 

4 Labor Day Raft Party 5 pm 

6 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

8 Bridge Club 1-3 pm 

9 Sam’s Swing Band 6-9 pm 

13 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

15 Bridge Club 1-3 pm 

16 Board Meeting 8:30 am 

20 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

20 Last Ensign Fleet Fun 5 pm 

22 Bridge Club 1-3 pm 

27 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

29 Bridge Club 1-3 pm 

30 Regatta Banquet 5:30 pm 

 

October  

 

4 Basket Night 5-9 pm 

6 Bridge Club 1-3 pm 

7 MSU/UM Game TBD 

11 Last Basket Night 5-9 pm 

13 Last Bridge Club 1-3 pm 

13 Chili Cookoff and Beer Tasting TBD 

14 Last Day of the Season 

21 Board Meeting 8:30 a.m. 

 

For event details, give us a call at 869-8921 

See you at the PYC! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

More from our Commodore  

 

Currently an ongoing review and compilation of an “ASSET REPLACEMENT SPREADSHEET” is in the process.  This 

is the life blood of the major assets of the PYC, and it has not been utilized for several years.  That changed this year as it 

was pulled from the mothballs and is being updated currently.  

 

This document, when updated, will show the evaluation of the current assets that have been categorized by, length of life, 

estimated replacement cost, current condition. Then these items will have been thoroughly reviewed by the Planning and 

Finance Committees before coming to the Board, where it will be used in establishing a working budget at the October 

Board Meeting, that will be ratified at the March 2018 Board of Directors Meeting. 

 

I have been encouraged by the new members this year, their activity in the Thursday Night Dinners, their interest in 

getting involved in various committee activities, shows growth and leadership potential for the future of the PYC. 

 
Finally, the following are a list of Letterman Like “Russ-isms” that I used this year and I pass them onto the future Flag 

and Board Members to use as they see fit: 

 

 

10.  Be respectful of each other  
 

9.  Don’t forget or be afraid to say “thank you”  

 

8.  Recognize the PYC’s place in this community 

 

7.  Always appreciate those who have come before you 

 

6.  Support the future 

 

5  Appreciate the volunteerism of the membership, they will always have the club’s best interests at heart 

 

4.  Always support your staff 

 

3.  Know that the PYC “mission statement” will always give you guidance 

 

2.  You’ll never be able to please everyone ... 

 

1.  But, don’t let that stop you from trying 

 

 

Enjoy yourselves at the PYC as September and October come into beautiful Fall view and remember the PYC now is at 

half-staff with most of the associates back at college already so reservations and patience are needed at all time. 

 

 

See ya at the club, 

 

Russ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Updates from our Flag Officers 

  

      Vice Commodore Remarks 
 

When I start to feel the chill in the air I know that the season at PYC is beginning to slow 

down.  Once we hit the Labor Day holiday many members have already packed up for the 

season and are on the way to their Fall and Winter getaways. 

 

I'd like to thank the membership for their loyalty this year and their support of the club.  We 

know that there are many dining options throughout the Pentwater area and we appreciate 

those members who choose PYC as their go to spot for drinks, a meal and social activities. 

 

From a dining perspective we had a good year.   We implemented a membership feedback 

program consisting of traditional comment cards, phone surveys and a secret shopper 

program.  Overall membership feedback was positive from a food and service 

standpoint.  At the same time we had a few members who were not satisfied with their 

experience while at the club.  We realize this and promise to strive for improvement.  Our House Committee meets 

weekly and will continue to work on improving our member's experience while at the club. 

 

From a personal perspective I had never realized how tough it is to run a seasonal operation until we had to do it 

ourselves.  I admire and appreciate the efforts of our Executive Chef Ruben Arroyo and Club Manager Gail 

Salazar.  These are the front line folks whose goal is to provide excellent food and service.  Gail and Ruben brought us an 

excellent staff this season.  I saw firsthand how hard it is to find top notch people and to keep them.  We had a number of 

staff leave early for school, mission trips, etc. and Ruben and Gail worked hard to find suitable replacements.  Many other 

Pentwater dining operations were in the same boat and had to adjust both their menus and hours as a result.  We 

appreciate our member's patience during some trying moments when at times we had to stretch resources but still worked 

hard to provide good service. 

 

Thanks to Ruben and his staff for providing an outstanding menu which we also tweaked during the year based on 

member feedback.  The Tuesday Pasta Night was brought back and was once again a hit.  The Ethnic dinners of Cuban 

and Thai were new this year and were huge successes.  Stay tuned for even more surprises from Chef Ruben before the 

season ends.  Thanks and we'll see you at the club. 

 

Larry Conroy 

2017 PYC Vice Commodore 

 



 

 

 

Salutations from our Secretary 

Where did the summer go?  I hope you have had the opportunity to not only visit the PYC 

this summer, but also travel and share your reciprocal privileges  

with other Yacht Clubs.  Many have, I know, because they have emailed me requesting a 

personalized reciprocal letter addressed to the clubs they plan to visit. 

Just a reminder, when you make your travel plans, check out the requirements on the website 

for the Yacht Club that is on your itinerary, as requirements vary. Some Yacht Club locations 

request the reciprocal letter emailed to their membership or emailed to their info desk and 

some members may also want an email that they can show when they arrive. Please send me 

an email so that I can create the appropriate letter for you. Safe travels.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barb Siok, Pentwater Yacht Club Secretary 

 
 

Jack Patterson Awarded the Sea 

III Trophy Posthumously. 
 

The Sea III Trophy is given in honor of Charles R Sligh, 

III, by the Ensign Class Association. The 2017 recipient of 

that award was given to Jack Patterson posthumously. It 

may be given annually at the National Championship 

Regatta to recognize a person who has exemplified 

outstanding sportsmanship or made exceptional 

contributions for the benefit of the Ensign Class 

Association. 

 

The award was accepted at the Nationals by Larry Conroy 

and Doug Nelson. 

 

PYC + PLA = Healthy Pentwater Lake 

Is the following statement true or false?  “The Pentwater Lake Association (PLA) is a homeowners association only for 

those who own property along Pentwater Lake.” 

The answer is false!  The Pentwater Lake Association protects the interests of PYC members and everyone else who 

enjoys and benefits from Pentwater Lake in some way.  Among the PLA’s purposes are monitoring, maintaining and 

improving the quality of the lake on which our PYC home resides.  Think how the PYC would be impacted if Pentwater 

Lake was in a lesser state of condition, if no one monitored it, nor took steps to maintain and make needed corrections.   

The PLA membership was reported to be 222 this past spring.  The PYC membership is 600.  If you are not a PLA 

member, but feel like you have a stake in sustaining Pentwater Lake’s high quality, please check out 

www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org to learn more about what they do, who are its leaders, and what information they 

provide -- and consider being an annual member for a modest $30 per year (individual or couple) 

http://www.pentwaterlakeassociation.org/


 

 

PYC Celebrates Pentwater’s Sesquicentennial 

 
2017 has been a BIG year for the Village of Pentwater, as it marks it’s Sesquicentennial, 

and the Pentwater Yacht Club has been right there to share in the celebration of Pentwater, 

Throughout the Years.  In early June the PYC sponsored the decade 1927-1937 at the Start 

of Summer Village Picnic; the PYC was founded in 1935 so it was a walk back in time as 

we researched the fashion, demographics, politics, cars, food, music and style of this time 

period and represented it.  In July we hung a banner wishing the Village a Happy Birthday 

and in August built two floats for the Homecoming Parade.  Twelve of the PYC’s Past 

Commodores rode on a boat-themed float, in blue chairs, and continued to represent us 

well Throughout the Years.  A 15 foot, three-tiered birthday cake float marked the 

Village’s 150th Birthday.  As the Village’s history is built on the lumber industry we 

distributed commemorative wooden nickels to PYC members and along the parade route.  

If you weren’t able to be here to celebrate or missed receiving one stop by the club and 

pick one up. 

 

           

 

Ship’s Store for your PYC Swag 

The Ship's Store is winding down for the season and we've had a great year 

so far!  There are still items left but sizes are limited.  Several styles of tee 

shirts remain, as well as hoodies and polo shirts.  By popular demand, 

we've ordered "My Lake Front Cottage" shirts in RED!  Please stop by 

soon as they won't last long!  Co-chairs for the Ship's Store next season are 

Valerie Bass and Juli Coughlin.  We look forward to stocking our closets 

with their picks!  

 

 

 



 

Ensign Fleet 70 – Fall PYC Newsletter Report 

The Ensign Sailing Fleet at the PYC has completed a spectacular summer racing series.  Our Championship Series was 

comprised of nine races and concluded on August 19.  Our official, overall winner for this year was Troll, owned by 

Frode Maaseidvaag who finished the season with 10 points (lower is better) including 5 first place finishes!  Coming in 

second was Shamrock, owned by Mike Bass who finished with 12 points.  Third place went to Kick n Back, owned by 

Vice Commodore Larry Conroy who ended up with 16 points.  The remaining order of finish for the season was Joan!!!, 

Spitfire, Eagle, Kerrie Ann, Dragonfly, Hold-On and M&M. 

All races were closely contested, the weather was very cooperative for us this year, and even more important, we 

experienced much less boat to boat contact.  We only held one special race this year, the annual Jack Patterson Memorial 

race was sailed over two days with a first place tie between Troll and Shamrock.  The July 8 and August 5 races were held 

on Lake Michigan giving all skippers and crew a chance to experience racing on the big lake. 

One final note about the season.  Three cheers to Troll for achieving their first Championship Series victory after many 

competitive seasons.  We all enjoyed seeing how well the boat sailed with a very strong crew! 

 

2017 Crew Class 

The regatta committee sponsored the 

Second Annual CREW CLASS on July 

11-14, 2017. Ten members and guests of 

PYC participated in the three-day hands 

on class. U.S. Sail Instructor Bill Walker 

explained that the purpose of the class is 

to teach those skills necessary to be a 

competent and safe crew member on 

either an Ensign or an Offshore boat for 

racing, including proper knots, line 

handling, basic sail trim, wind 

direction and points of sail. Each day 

students participated in both on the dock 

instruction and on the water use of skills 

they were learning on volunteer members 

boats.  

 

Congratulations to this year’s class, Pat 

Lloyd, Mary Ann Koch, Susan Reisterer, 

Sue Johnson, Nicholas Sawdy, Tyler Jewell, Star Jewell, Jim Kraai, John Kupke and Nancy Zielinski. Many thanks to the 

instructors and volunteers, Bill Walker, Katie Murphy, Doug Nelson, Larry Conroy, Chris Conroy, Brad Davis, Carl 

Thoreson and Don McGahan. 

 

Off Shore Fleet Update   

The 2017 racing season is over. The final results can be found on the website at pentwateryachtclub.com The Chieftain 

Cup was raced on July 15th.  Congratulations to: Baby J, 1st;  Evening Star, 2nd;  and Sunflight, 3rd.  As to the Season 

Series, congratulations to:  Baby J, 1st, with 8 points;  Sunflight, 2nd, with 16 points; and Evening Star, 3rd, with 25 

points.  

Have a great winter. 

Buz Graettinger 

 



 

PYC Fashion Show “Fashionably 

Nostalgic” July 11th 

The fashion show was a huge success with fashions from 108 

Threads, Elise, Craze, and Kitt & Co. that delighted our 

members and their guests. 

Mary Hodges was the winner of the 50/50 winning $349, and Liz 

Browning was the winner of the TOCK game board. The 

Pentwater Junior Sailing Program was this year's charity and 

founders Barb and Gene Davidson were given a check of the 

proceeds in the amount of $1399. 

A special thanks to PYC Staff , Club Manager Gail Salazar, and Chef Ruben for making this year's event a success, 

especially all the volunteers including those who created the fashionable teapot centerpieces gracefully decorated the 

tables. 

 

 

Wooden Boat Show 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PYC WAS the place to be this summer! 

 

 

Special thanks to Dick Toner for spectacular photos and photo editing, and Ron 

Beeber for his all of his photos that beautifully captured the PYC in pictures! 


