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PYC members:  

It has been a busy month! There is so 
much activity and enthusiasm for the up-
coming season that I can barely contain 
myself! 

Two hundred PYC members were treated 
to a gastronomical delight at the 2016 
opening party: live music, champagne, 
good fellowship, and fun. Our new chef, 
Mark Dorman, did an amazing job of pre-

senting a variety of delicious appetizers that were simply “out of 
this world.” If you missed the opening party this year, you missed 
a good one. Thanks to Margo Graettinger and the Social Commit-
tee for kick starting the season and setting the tone for the sum-
mer. Chef Mark Dorman and Dining Room Manager Kate 
Leutscher are fantastic. Stop in and welcome them. 

Many changes are coming 
this year. Members making 
their first visit to the Club are 
met by a new PYC sign (done 
by volunteers), a new walk-in 
cooler (installed by volun-
teers), new kayak racks, and 
a new kayak launch dock 
(both built by volunteers). We 
have new furniture on the 
deck, and the deck has been 
raised and leveled. We have 
new, colorful cushions on the 
wicker furniture. The docks 
have been installed and are 
ready for boats. 

Check out the new look of the 
website if you haven’t yet. A 
fresh look, calendar, member 
comments, member alerts, pic-
tures and more. It is still a work 
in progress, but it is coming along nicely. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Soling Regatta 
June 4th  

Pentwater Start of Summer 
Party on Main Street 
June 5th 

Women's Club Luncheon 
June 10th 

Pentwater Community 
Wide Garage Sale 
June 11th 

Flag Officers & New 
Members Party 
June 17th 

Board Meeting 
June 18th 

Spring Fest Arts & Crafts 
Fair on the Village Green 
June 18th-19th 

Distinguished Members/ 
Past Commodore Luncheon 
June 20th 

Crew Development Class 
June 21st , 22nd & 23rd 

Don Lambrix Memorial 
June 26th 
 



We have a great team of Flag Officers dedicated to making this a memorable season. We are commit-
ted to offering MORE reasons for MORE members to spend MORE time at the club this year. 

Congratulations to two remarkable members. Nick Gallo has been inducted into the The Society of 
Mackinac Island Old Goats. This honor is bestowed after completing at least 25 Chicago-to-Mackinac 
Island races. Nick joins one other PYC member who enjoys this honor: Past Commodore Dave No-
bles, who was inducted into the Society three years ago. 

Doug Nelson, Commodore 

The 2016 PYC season started Saturday, May 14th, and the club was ready. 
Our Clean-Up Day was a huge success with 45+ members cleaning every nook 
and cranny of the Club. The new outside cooler was installed the second week 
in May allowing for better storage of food products for the kitchen. Our new 
outdoor furniture has been delivered, and I am sure that everyone is going to 
enjoy this addition. 

Saving the best for last, our new Chef Mark and Front Office Manager Kate 
have made a great impression on the members that they have met, so please 
make them welcome as they provide you the best of dining and club experi-
ence. Some of the familiar staff will be back, and some new staff will be joining 
the ranks to serve you. I am looking forward to this year at the club; the calen-
dar is full, and the staff is ready to serve and help you and your guests enjoy 

the Club. Looking forward to seeing you in a Blue Chair. 

Russ Murphy, Vice Commodore 

Our Thursday Night Dinners (TND) are right around the corner! I’m getting 
hungry just thinking about it. We start on June 9th with LaHaye’s outstanding 
flank steak and end on August 25th with Conroy/ Hieftje’s Tailgate—just in time 
for football season. This year we will have a total of 11 scrumptious dinners 
with many favorites returning. We also have a few new hosts serving dinners 
such as Rib Fest and an Italian night—yum! I want to thank all of our TND 
hosts ahead of time for all of many hours of planning, preparation and serving. 
It really is amazing the effort that goes into making a successful dinner event. 
Please remember to thank these folks when their TND date arrives. I would 
also like to encourage our other members to try their hand at hosting a TND 
next season. Many folks have told me that they are intimidated by the scope of 

putting on a dinner, but we have just made the process a lot easier. Marsha LaHaye has stepped up in 
her new role as TND Liaison. Marsha has offered to help people through the TND process from meal 
planning through clean-up and will be on-site Thursdays to help make your dinner a success. So those 
folks thinking of trying out that favorite recipe have no more excuses!! Can’t wait for June 9th and Mar-
sha’s flank steak! See you then! 

Larry Conroy, Rear Commodore 

When putting pen to paper for this news article, I couldn’t decide on a title or the 
proper phrasing for the conversation. Commodore’s Ball–The Early Version, 
Pay to Play Sports, and Sticker Shock all came to mind.  

Commodore’s Ball–The Early Version: All of the glimmer and glamour of the 
Commodore’s Ball that is usually held in late August made its debut a little early 
this year. What a way to kick off the season! Candles, linens, rented tables, 
new china, fantastic food, champagne, and great friends. 

Pay-to-Play Sports: We were fortunate to have two school superintendents 
handle the microphone at the opening event. Anyone who has kids in school or 
follows educational funding knows funding hasn’t kept up with the cost of oper-
ating schools. I could write pages on this topic, but I will stick with the happenings  
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at our wonderful PYC. Back in the day, sports were part of the package for kids in school. Due to fund-
ing issues, many schools charge fees to offset the costs of athletics. You have to pay to play. 

Sticker Shock: Tickets for the Commodore's Ball are $30 per person. This helps to pay for all of the 
glimmer and glamour of the event. Tickets for the opening party were $13 per person. It was great 
event and one that I hope we are able to continue in future years. Maybe we do move the Commo-
dore’s Ball to the opening. It would be great to see 150 plus people attend. Do we raise dues, issue a 
special assessment, or cross our fingers and hope for the best? As Bob Dylan so graciously said, “The 
answer my friend is blowing in the wind. The answer is blowing in the wind.”  

Kathleen Hamilton, Treasurer 

Welcome Back Everyone! This year promises to be an exciting one with some 
different approaches to tried-and-true events. Notification is much appreciated 
when you change your mailing address or email address. Another area I would 
like to stress is the need for reservations. The club number is 231-869-8921; 
should staff not be available to handle a personal call, the answering service 
should be turned on and will take your reservation request. Most Important: 
don't forget that if you see someone "new," walk up and introduce yourself! 

Nancy Ceton, Secretary 

Regatta Committee 

Another year of excellent sailboat racing by the Ensign, Offshore and Soling 
Fleets is about to begin. Check the website for the full calendar of races. If you 
have interest in learning to crew for one of these fleets, contact me at 
wwadjourned@gmail.com and I will pair you up with a boat and captain. The 
Tuesday night fun races are a great way to get started crewing.  

A fantastic honor has come to one of our own. Bill Bluhm has been selected for 
induction into the Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation Hall of Fame. Bill has 
been an active racer and sailor for decades, sharing his expertise with genera-
tions of younger sailors. His exploits during the years he campaigned the 
Northern Light and later his own Condor are the stuff of which legends are 
made. Mark your calendars for the Distinguished Member and Past Commo-
dore Luncheon where the formal presentation will be made at our Pentwater 
Yacht Club.  Bill Bluhm 

If you are on Lake Michigan and you see two race marks north and two race marks south of the pier 
head, you aren’t seeing double. PYC has obtained permits for four race marks in Lake Michigan this year. 
This will allow for more flexibility in setting the race course for Offshore and Ensigns in Lake Michigan. 

Hope to see you on the water! 

Bill Walker, Chair 

The PYC Offshore Fleet races in Lake Michigan most weekends during June, July, 
and August in a 10 race handicapped season series. We also will hold less formal 
(fun) races on Tuesday evenings. All club sailors are invited to participate. Club mem-
bers without boats are welcome to crew, particularity on Tues-day nights. Current racers 
vary from 26 to 36 feet. The first Captain's meeting will be held in the PYC bar on Sun-
day, June 5th, at 1:00 pm to discuss the upcoming season. Please direct any ques-
tions to me at JSG@Pentwater.com or (231) 869-3174. 

Offshore Fleet - Buz Graettinger, Fleet Captain 
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Dave Bluhm sold Hold-On to Doug Nelson and Brad Davis last fall, who we hope will 
join us for our racing season. We are also thankful that she is staying in the fleet and 
not being towed off to parts unknown. Dave is busy renewing Condor to race her in the 
Offshore Fleet and in other blue water events. I have stepped in (again) as Fleet Cap-
tain for another summer, and I look forward to communicating with you again. Dave 
and crew of Hold-On won the Champion Series last year. Maybe those of us with less 
sharp skills can have a chance to move-up in the trophy race this summer. 

Fleet 70 and the PYC will host the Ensign Regional Regatta this Summer. It will be 
held Friday through Sunday, July 22-24th in the beautiful waters of Lake Michigan. In 
addition to many of our fleet who will race, we expect about 15 boats from other Mid-
west fleets. Our PRO will again be Matt Bounds, who was the PRO for the Nationals 
that we hosted in 2014. Mike Bass is leading the planning with a small team. We will 
need additional "hands" as events begin to take shape, so please volunteer . 

Joan VanZile has again volunteered to head up our Fleet Race Committee. She does 
an outstanding job, and I'm sure will recruit a capable team to assist. 

I look forward to sailing this year again with the great sailing community of the PYC. 

Ensign Fleet - Andy Noble, Fleet Captain 

The 1 Meter Soling Fleet is very much in the organizational stage. It was the idea of 
Doug Nelson and others in the sailing membership of the PYC. Doug organized the 
purchase and sale of the Soling kits. Over 20 people purchased kits, which require 60 
hours to complete. Several were completed last summer and we enjoyed some infor-
mal racing. In the fall, we had some Soling sailors from other organized fleets come to 
Pentwater for a 2-day building seminar at Patterson Marina. These gentlemen gave 
freely of their time, experience, and expertise. As a result, in very organized sessions, 
8 additional boats were virtually completed such that they were ready for painting and 
outfitting with electronics. Many of those boats are ready to race. 

We are looking forward to a fun sailing season, which begins officially in early June. By 
then, we will organize, elect our officers, and set out a format for racing. A few of us 
have sailed with, and are members of, other fleets; we can attest to how much fun it is 
to race these little boats in an organized setting. The future of our fleet depends upon 
the enthusiastic participation of our sailors and of members on the dock cheering us 
on. We have high hopes. 

Soling Fleet - Robert Carter, Fleet Captain 

Building & Maintenance Committee 

Maintenance has been working very hard to ready the club 
for all to enjoy. We have focused on cleaning up the kitch-
en. We painted the walls, lowered the grill, deep cleaned 
behind the stove, removed the fold-up panels over the hot 
plate, replaced the egg crated ceiling vent grilles, put in 
some brighter florescent bulbs and added a mop rack. The 
apparel room has a new mirror, a relocated light switch, 
and we are working on the baseboard moldings and paint-
ing. In the ladies room, the center stall door will close and 
latch. In the men's room, the urinal has been repaired. 
Outside, the steps to the deck were lowered in order to 
open the door necessitated by raising the decks last win-
ter. Spring must be here as we have cut the grass 3 times 

Commodore Doug Nelson & Gordy Veldman already and the flower garden is showing some activity. 
working on the kayak dock Our big outdoor project was erecting the new walk-in cooler.  
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Twelve members turned out to help and we finished work in 4 hours. A special thanks to those who 
worked on this project. 

We have fun on most of our projects; if you would like to help out, let the maintenance committee know. 

Dick Johnson, Chair 

Stations Committee 

This is the time of year that the Stations Committee is very 
busy. The committee met on April 28, and again on May 20. 

Installation of the docks is substantially complete. We will have 
100% utilization of the slips this year. A new dinghy dock and 
kayak launching facility have also been installed, which will 
facilitate launching of dinghies and kayaks. 

PYC members with kayaks: a second kayak storage rack is in 
place at the PYC. We now have a total of 16 spaces for rent. 
The Wait List Application/Rental Form requesting slips and 
kayak storage space can be found on the new website at 
pentwateryachtclub.com. Kayak rack storage is limited to 16 
boats, so now is the time to secure your spot for the summer. 
A wait list will be started when all 16 storage slots are assigned. 

All questions for the Stations Committee can be addressed to 
cwthoreson@gmail.com. 

Russ Murphy, Dick Johnson, Carl Thoreson 
 & Brad Davis installing the new kayak rack 

Carl Thoreson & Doug Crossman, Co-Chairs 

Membership Committee 

PYC members, welcome back! Please welcome our newest members:  

Sean Hieftje (IM turned full member) Sponsor: Donna Hieftje 
Lucas Hawley (IM turned full member) Sponsor: Steve & Kathy Hamilton 
Steven Bass Sponsor: Bob & Tasie Criscione 
Sally Landenberger & Dennis Rowley Sponsor: Marsha LaHaye 
Braun & Christine Sammel Sponsor: Buz Graettinger 
Linda & Tex Temple Sponsor: Ben & Louise Gabbard 
Jeff Wrisley & Inger Evans Sponsor: Janet Webber 

New Spouses/Significant Others: 

John Nagel Sponsor: Greg Lopus 
Nora Drechen Sponsor: Martin Drechen 

This is the smallest group of new members that we have had in years. There are 76 applicants remain-
ing on the waitlist. June 18th will be a special day for these new members and our Flag Officers. Stay 
tuned for event details. We will be hosting New Member Orientation Sessions to review club rules and 
operating policies. Dates for these sessions are Saturday, May 28th, June 4th; and July 9th at 2:00 pm. 
Current members are encouraged to attend as well. 

Chris Conroy, Chair 
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Apparel Committee 

SHIP'S STORE IS LOOKING SHIPSHAPE!!! 

Check out this season's new assortment of PYC-logoed 
items that include these logo designs: PYC burgee, PYC 
signal flags, compass rose, Blue Chair Lounge (look for 
the martini glass w/olive!), PYC crest, and block PYC. 

Transitional outwear is now available in limited quanti-
ties just in time for Michigan's unpredictable spring 
weather. Offerings include: women's fleece blazers, 
down vests and jackets, men's classic competitor jack-
ets, and fleece blankets for your boat or home. 

Looking ahead to warmer weather, there are polo shirts 
for men and women, skorts for the ladies, and short-
sleeved wicking shirts for men. And of course, there are 

 Amy LaBarge and Michele Dolle 

the customary tee shirts in two styles for men 
and women, caps and visors, aprons, and tote 
bags. Coming soon are koozies to keep 
canned and bottled beverages cold, and on-
the-rocks and wine glasses. 

The Ship’s Store is open during regular club 
business hours. Purchases by members can 
be rung up by any server or bartender. 

One final note: as a courtesy to members and 
guests enjoying the setting sun from the blue 
chairs on cool evenings, six red courtesy blankets will soon be available for borrowing. 

Show your PYC colors!!!  Amy LaBarge and Michele Dolle, Co-Chair 

First Social Event of the Season: PYC Clean Up 
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Social Committee 
The PYC social season is starting with a bang! More than 200 members attended the Grand Opening 
Welcome Back to Paradise Party. There are more exciting events planned for this summer, so check the 
calendar and make your reservations! Here are just a few of the new offerings joining our old favorites. 

Saturday, July 2nd: If 
you loved Venetian Night, 
come participate in the 
first All American Boat 
Parade! raft-up at the 
dock in the afternoon to 
decorate the boats (or 
come already decorat-
ed). Following a great 
dinner, we will parade 
the boats around Pent-
water Lake and out the 

channel (weather permitting). You do not have to own a boat to participate; everyone is welcome to ride 
along! 

Saturday, July 16th: A Nautical Treasure Hunt on Pentwater Lake! Powerboats, sailboats, kayaks, ca-
noes—whatever your means of water transport—come join the fun! Award party follows at the Club. 
Watch for details. 

Saturday, August 13th: Following the Homecoming Parade, come to the Club for Barbecue, Beer and 
Bluegrass! 

Keep an eye on your email for announcements of other events, and if you’d like to join the fun (help us 
that is) for an event, please call Margot Graettinger at 869-3174. 

Margot Graettinger, Chair 

Card Corner 
Welcome back Bridge Groupies!  Welcome New Players! Friday, May 2 at 1:00 pm was our first bridge 
day; on June 8th, we switch to Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. If you are a Newbie in the Club, you are invited 
to join us. Call me at 231-869-4291 so I can sign you up. 

We are a diverse group; some play conventions, others do not. We just ask our new partners what they 
play and go with what they say. So you see, we have room for beginners and average players. Wel-
come one and all. Give me a call or email me at tinkwitt@hotmail.com. 

Tink Witt, Chair 

Centennial Fund Committee 
For generations, the members of the Pentwater Yacht Club have donated their time to help improve the 
club that is dear to all of our hearts. In an effort to create an additional way for members to help provide 
for the future of our club, the Board of Directors recently approved the establishment of the Pentwater 
Yacht Club Centennial Fund. The PYC Centennial Fund is a way for the members to create a pool of 
financial resources to provide for future improvements and expansion of the PYC. Members will be given 
the opportunity to volunteer donations to the newly established PYC Centennial Fund. 

In the coming weeks, the Centennial Fund Committee will be sending out an introductory letter outlining 
various contribution opportunities. Members interested in donating to the fund will be able to help ensure 
that the PYC thrives for future generations.  

Jeffrey Hoenle, Chair 
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PYC Youth Committee 
The Hatch: We are looking forward to a fun summer in the Hatch. I will be visiting the room early this 
summer to do a clean-up of the room and toys. We are expecting to purchase several new smaller 
items for our littlest visitors to enjoy this summer. When you are cleaning out your closets this summer, 
keep in mind that we are always on the lookout for good-condition toy donations. 

Kate Hoenle, Chair 

PYC Items of Interest 
 New PYC Chef and Front Office Manager 

The new PYC Chef, Mark Dorman attended Ferris 
State School of Culinary Arts and has 28 years of expe-
rience as a Chef. He served as Executive Chef at Lin-
coln Hills for five years managing a staff of 20 while 
simultaneously operating a 280 seat banquet room and 
a 150 seat member lounge. Chef Mark has worked 
closely with Gordon Food Service and knows how to 
take advantage of all of Gordon’s free, state-of-the-art, 
computerized management systems for ordering, inven-
tory control, and menu management. This knowledge 
will help the Club provide better service to its members  
Chef Mark has a passion for food. He understands the  

 Chef Mark Dorman  expectations of a Club dining facility as opposed to a  
restaurant. His creative ideas for menu items empha-
size fresh produce, local food sources, and less deep 
fried menu items. Chef Mark's enticing new menu offer-
ings for both lunch and dinner will be posted in the near 
future on the new PYC website. 

Recently married to his charming wife, Liz, Mark is anx-
ious to put his team together and provide members with 
fresh, new and exciting dining experiences. 

Kate Leutscher (pronounced "Lite Sure") is the new PYC 
Front Office and Dinning Room Manager. She is a life-
long resident of west Michigan and brings 10 years of 
experience in private club management to the PYC. She 
is a graduate of Ferris State University with a Bachelor's 

 Manager Kate Leutscher Degree in Resort Management. 

PYC Staff 
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Wait Staff: 

Tina, Kelly and Marissa 

Crew Development Classes: June 21-23. In an effort to get more PYC members on boats and out on 
the water (after all, we are a yacht club), a group of PYC members have been working on putting to-
gether a Crew Development Class. The goal is to remove some of the intimidation of crewing on a PYC 
member skippered Ensign or Off Shore boat. Skippers are often seeking members to complete the de-
sired number of crew for PYC racing or Tuesday night fun sailing. Likewise, there are PYC members 
who would like to participate in the sailing experience, but may be intimidated by a lack of experience. 

To remedy this disconnect, the above mentioned PYC members thought it would be beneficial to hold 
several seminars to teach non-sailors the very basic fundamentals of what can be expected of a crew-
person on an Ensign or an Off Shore boat. The seminars would identify the parts of the boat, the differ-
ent sails and their function, safety on the boat, and who does what on a racing sailboat. 

By sharing some basic knowledge about sailboats and sailing, members may be less intimidated by the 
expectations and be willing to come forward and volunteer as crew. Presumably, this would provide a 
larger pool of crewpersons available to Skippers looking for crew and, ultimately, result in more mem-
bers enjoying sailing! 

Official PYC Page on Facebook: Check out the official PYC page on Facebook. There are three ways 
to get to this terrific, new PYC presence on Facebook, which is meant to foster spirit among club mem-
bers and provide a positive public face. 

From pentwateryachtclub.com, one can either (a) click on the blue, lower case "f" posted on the bottom 
of every page, or (b) go into "Links" at the top/right of the homepage and click on "Facebook Connec-
tion," where you'll see the content displayed in a "mini" format. A third way is to log into facebook.com 
and search the term "Pentwater Yacht Club." Click on the group that uses the PYC's burgee as its Pro-
file Picture. 

Whichever route you use, look at the cover graphic at the top and click on "Like" the first time you reach 
the page. "Comment" on any postings from PYC that you see. "Share" them on your own Facebook 
timeline.  

To submit a new thought, enter it under "Status." You will get a message that "The people who manage 
this page will review your post." These "visitor posts" are found by scrolling down the left side of the 
homepage. Another way to share your thoughts is to go into the pentwateryachtclub.com website, click 
on "Links" and then "Members Comments." Follow the instructions for posting comments. 

Thursday Night Dinners:  

June  9 Flank Steak  Marsha & Mike LaHaye 

June  16 Taco Dinner Jody & Don McGahan 

June  23 American Comfort Food Kathy & Bill Ribbens 

June  30 Pecan Chicken  Marilyn & Ron Steiner 
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Channel Depth Mapping (mapping by patterson-marine.com) 

 

Dave Roseman 
Pentwater Items of Interest 

A reminder of three events that occur every week throughout the summer 

1. Pickin' in Pentwater: Every Tuesday evening (7:00 pm), local musicians and visiting musicians can join 
the "pick-up band" playing on the Village Green. Grab your chairs, blankets and snacks and come on down 
and have a rollicking good time. 

2. Weekly Farmer's Market: Beginning June 6th, every Monday and Thursday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, 
farmers and bakers bring their locally produced goods to the Village Green. This includes flowers, vegeta-
bles, fruits, honey, baked goods and more. For those who love really fresh produce, this is the place to go. 

3.  Thursday Night BandConcerts: Every Thursday evening at 8:00 pm beginning June 30, the Pentwater 
Civic Band will be performing on the Village Green. What a great way to finish a PYC Thursday Night Din-
ner. Interesting fact: this tradition began 69 years ago.  

Cove Women's Benefit Scramble: On Friday, June 10, COVE (Communities Overcoming Violent En-
counters) will sponsor a 9-hole Golf Scramble at Golden Sands Golf Course in Mears. Breakfast and 
lunch will be provided. Proceeds go to help the non-profit agency's support of victims of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault and women and children who are homeless. Entry fee is $40.00. For more infor-
mation, contact Lynne Cavazos at (231) 869-5939 or lcavazos5939@charter.net. 

Fusion Fashion Show: Craze, a contemporary women's boutique of Pentwater, will present the 8th 
Annual Fusion Fashion Show on the Village Green on June 24th at 8:00 pm. The show will feature new 
ideas for spring and summer wear. 

Bike Share Program: The downtown Bike Share Program provides bikes and helmets for visitors to 
borrow when they are in the Village. An additional designated bike rack has been added to the down-
town area, making a total of 14 bikes that can be borrowed and returned. The racks are located at vari-
ous places between the Marina and the State Park. 
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