.

Besl’oze the (\L/lozoug/l[)zeas

Roy Brady and the Century Boat Company
T by Geoffrey Reynolds

based on successful business relationships between

designers, owners, and craftsman. Some of those
relationships were tremendously successful while others
failed miserably. An example of a successful business rela-
tionship, although short-lived, was between Melvin Roy
Brady and the Century Boat Company during the years
before their boats became know as the “thoroughbreds of
the boating industry.”

The Century Boat Company was founded in 1926 in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, by brothers William and James
Welch to build outboard racers, sailboats, row-
boats, and canoes. A former U.S. Life-Saving
Serviceman, William Web Sherman, was
hired to manage the plant and helped
introduce many different-sized outboard
models to the small lineup.

In 1929, after considerable success,
Sherman and the Welch brothers relo-
cated the company to Manistee,
Michigan, in 1929 to take advantage of
the cheaper labor and abundance of
factory space. There they were able to
produce an even greater number of
small outboard racing boats so popular
with consumers. By 1930 the Welch broth-
ers decided to sell the company and return
to Milwaukee, where they produced kit boats
under the Welch Boat Company name for many
years. The new owners, headed up by George Glen
Eddy, immediately recognized the need for a designer and
superintendent of production that could help the company
capitalize on the ever increasing consumer interest in stock
outboard racing boats. They eventually focused on a small,
but successful, boat builder, Melvin Roy Brady of
Charlevoix, Michigan.

Melvin Roy Brady, better remembered as Roy, was
born in Kalkaska, Michigan, on February 18, 1886, to
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Hubert and Laura Brady. He was one of two sons, Homer
being the other, and a daughter named Ethel. Eventually,
the family members moved to Bellaire, Michigan, located
on Torch Lake. In 1905, Roy, then 19 years of age, first
began building open runabouts powered by Sintz-built
engines, which were made in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
The family moved again, leaving Bellaire and relocating in
Charlevoix, Michigan, where they were employed in the
commercial fishing business. In addition to fishing, Roy
continued designing and building boats.
In Charlevoix, Homer and his family lived in a stately
brick home on Hurlbut Street overlooking Round
Lake. From his home, he could also survey his
south shore property where the fishing
business and Roy’s small boat shop were
located. At that time, Round Lake shore-
line property was in the hands of com-
mercial fisherman, boat builders, and a
few large boat houses belonging to
summer resorters like Ransom E.
Olds. The shoreline was dirty with
fish refuse, storm water runoff, and
general household waste. Some say
that is why the perch fishing was so
good. Today, however, with the advent
of an improved sewer system, it is some
the most expensive property in Michigan
because of its picturesque beauty and proxim-
ity to Lake Michigan and Lake Charlevoix.
Around 1910, Roy married Canadian-born Eva Nice in
Detroit. In 1916, their first and only child together, William
G., was born. It is unclear why Brady was in Detroit at that
time, but soon after the birth of their son, the trio returned
to Charlevoix where they made their home on Antrim
Street. During this time Roy began building and racing
Hispanio-Suiza-powered racing boats like the 26-foot John
Hacker-designed Miss Charlevoix.
In May 1921, Brady divorced Eva. He remarried some-
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time later to his second wife, Maude, who has been credited with
Roy’s success in both boatbuilding and racing. During their mar-
riage, Maude reportedly located her “office” above the boat shop,
reportedly to keep an eye on her husband as he went about his craft.
According to newspaper sources that seemed to track Roy’s move-
ments monthly, like the Charlevoix Sentinel, Maude was also very
visible as his mechanic during his trips to powerboat races around
the country.

Brady’s stature in power boéting circles grew and by 1927, when
he helped arrange for the Mississippi Valley Power Boating
Association (M.V.P.B.A.) to hold a race on Lake Charlevoix during
the summer, he had become well known. But more prestige soon fol-
lowed. In October of that year, Roy and Maude left for a winter long
trip to Florida to race and represent the Johnson Outboard company
as traveling representatives. During their time in Florida, Roy raced
at Daytona Beach, Lake Butler, Tarpon Springs, and Palm Beach in
February, 1928. Roy captured the free-for-all class that year in what
appears to be his favorite ride, C-U-Later, at Detroit during a race
held on Labor Day. That race also earned him a gold medal for set-
ting the international mile record for C Class outboards and some
free advertising from Evinrude outboard motors. Later that fall, he
headed back to the southern states to sell Johnson outboard motors
and to race.

Upon his return to Charlevoix in early 1929, he continued to
build racing runabouts like Miss Danville for a Danville, Kentucky,
customer, and experimenting with the small, single stepped-bottom
Vamp hydroplane that he had designed.

By 1929, the then 43-year-old Roy was participating in boat
regattas as an official and committee member, but his age did not
deter him from also participating as a contestant. At the National
Outboard Championship Regatta in Peoria, Illinois, in October 1929,
he met the young female racing phenom from California, Loretta
Turnbull. Their correspondence reflects a mutual love for the sport
and the need to have faster boats and bigger motors to continue their
success. On her 1929 Christmas card addressed to Roy, she wrote
“Best wishes for a full Christmas tide, a successful turn into 1930, and
that you win the perpetual trophy—Happiness.”

Turnbull wasn’t Roy’s only contact with racers of the gentler sex;
he was the man who introduced aspiring Bay City, Michigan native,
racer Hilda Mueller to the sport in August 1929. At a race that shaped
up to be the state championship of female drivers for Michigan,
Mueller, who had never driven a boat before, was given the chance
to drive the Brady-built Vamp model powered by a Caille Flash out-
board motor (Class B combination). During the morning prepara-
tions, Brady looked over the available drivers and chose Mueller.
There was much shaking of heads by spectators about his choice;
they felt that a beginner would have no show whatsoever against
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Century Boat test drivers Brady and Gresh.

Brady Sea Bird

Traveler Jr.
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